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message on his handset. However, texting can also be a one-to-many or many-to-
one relationship. Content providers big and small have leveraged the power of
texting as a means of serving web content to mobile users in this way. For example,
mobile users can conduct a web search by texting their search query rather than

entering a query in a browser search field.

Google SMS (http://www.google.com/sms) offers SMS search, and the process

combines texting and search query (see Figure 6-1). A user types keywords, e.g.
“hotels san francisco,” as a text message, sends the message to Google’s SMS
number (466453 in the U.S.), and search results are sent back as a text message.
Only a few relevant results are sent, often as multiple text messages due to the
recommended 160 character limit for SMS messages. Yahoo! oneSearch (http://
mobile.yahoo.com/onesearch) and 4INFO (http://4info.net) offer similar services,

among others.

Figure 6-1. Using Google SMS Search with a Nokia 6800 in my trusty Jeep Cherokee. (Yes, of
course I was parked.)
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PayPal (http://www.paypal.com) has also embraced texting as a means for

extending its popular web payment service to mobile phones. PayPal’s Text To Buy

(http://mobilewebbook.com/shorty/98098) allows consumers to send money via

phone merely by texting an amount and email address to PayPal’s SMS number,
which is 729725 in the U.S. (see Figure 6-2). In addition to texting, PayPal Mobile
Checkout (https://www.paypal.com/IntegrationCenter/ic_mobile-checkout.html)

offers PayPal’s traditional payment services via mobile browser.

To | 729725

send 5 to hored@
cameronmoll.com

Options Close

Figure 6-2. Sending money using PayPal’s Text To Buy. (Nokia 6680)

SMS search and Text To Buy are only the tip of the proverbial texting iceberg.
Imagine if the University of Texas directory (see chapter, Mobile Web
Fundamentals) were also available by SMS. One could text “amy miller” to a
number for the university and receive matching directory results by text message.
The options are seemingly endless for employing text messaging to serve web
content. Although I personally recommend you seek professional assistance if
considering a custom messaging solution, DevelopersHome.com offers a very

thorough SMS Tutorial at http://www.developershome.com/sms. A less replete but

more digestible overview is How SMS Works by Howstuftworks.com, located at

http://communication.howstuffworks.com/sms.htm.

The SMS numbers mentioned thus far—Google (466453), PayPal (729725)—are

commonly known as Short Codes. They differ from phone numbers in that they
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act as a numeric domain name for text messaging, and they’re often shorter in
length than phone numbers, typically 4-6 digits. The numbers often map to letters

(e.g. 82267 = “tacos”), much like toll-free advertising phone numbers.

However, while Short Codes function irrespective of carrier or operator, they are
not as universal as domain names because they are generally restricted to
continents. So while 466453 is the Short Code for Google in the U.S., in the UK.
the Short Code may be an entirely different number. Further, because Short Codes
are meant to be short, the quantity of available codes is limited. In North America,
for example, Short Codes are five-digit numbers in the range 20000-99999, which

results in 79,999 total numbers available.
To register a Short Code, visit one of the following:

» U.S.: http://www.usshortcodes.com

» U.K.: http://www.short-codes.com

Alternatively, if you are an organization based in the U.S., TextMarks (http://

www.textmarks.com) offers a generic Short Code (41411) that can be used by any

organization to send on-demand, customized messages to users, such as a web

address, a marketing promotion, and so on.

JAVA ME

Java Platform Micro Edition (Java ME), formerly termed J2ME but still commonly
referred to as such, is perhaps the most common platform for mobile application
development today. Though somewhat riddled with marketing speak, the
description from Java creator Sun Microsystems’ website describes Java ME as

follows (http://java.sun.com/javame):

Java™ Platform, Micro Edition (Java ME) is the most ubiquitous
application platform for mobile devices across the globe. It provides

a robust, flexible environment for applications running on a broad
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